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WORSHIP 

Second Eothinon 

To Our Visitors and Guests 

Thank you for being here this morning.  The ancient worship of the Greek Orthodox 

Church is both mysterious and beautiful and it is meant to draw all of us closer to com-

munion with Christ.  That’s the reason why Communion (the Eucharist) is the center of 

our Orthodox Divine Liturgy.  We Orthodox believe that the Eucharist is the very Body 

and Blood of Christ and we confess this every time the Liturgy is celebrated.  This is one 

of the many reasons why the Orthodox Church practices “close” communion.  Only 

those who have been baptized Orthodox Christians and who have also prepared them-

selves to receive the Bread and Wine are permitted to approach the Chalice for the sac-

rament.  Please feel free to ask Fr. Barnabas about this after the service and he will try 

to answer your questions.  Regardless, no one leaves Church hungry, so EVERYONE is 

invited to receive the blessed bread at the end of the service. 

Again, we are honored that you are here with us today! 
 

 

Apolytikion in honor of Sts. Raphael, Nicholas & Irene 

Having contended on Lesvos for the sake of Christ God, you have sanctified the 

island since the discovery of your sacred relics, O blessed ones; wherefore we 

honor you, O Godbearing Raphael, together with Nicholas and virgin Irene, as 

our divine protectors and intercessors with the Lord. 
 

 

Today, we are honored to welcome 

His Eminence, Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta 

“Where the Bishop is, there is the Church!” - St. Ignatius 
 

 
All Parish Council Members on Duty 

 

  
ACOLYTES  

Zachery Bethune, James Blane, Nathan Frazier, Nicholas Pryles, Tommy Roberts, Luke Sulyma, 

Mike Trainor, Thomas Miller and Christos Zourzoukis 
 

SENIOR ACOLYTES 

Dean Pryles, Mike Manos 
 

STS. RNI YOUTH CHOIR 

Tabitha Bethune, Maria Hagen, & Laramie Smith 
 

2013 Parish Council  
 

President - John Patrick; Vice President/Assist. Treasurer- Harald Hagen; 

Recording Secretary -  Paul Ray; Corresponding Secretary - Harriet Howell; 

Treasurer - Vic Pryles; Sophia Bethune, Kosta Bozzuto, Marie Chapman, 

Quay Farr, Chris Foxhall, Eric Smith 
 

 



TODAY WE REMEMBER 
 

The Commemoration of Saints Raphael, 

Nicholas, Irene, and the Other Newly-revealed Martyrs of Lesbos 
 

Reading:  On the island of Mytilene (Lesbos in ancient times), near the vil-
lage of Therme, the villagers had a custom of ascending a certain hill on this 
day to celebrate the Divine Liturgy in the ruins of a small chapel, although no 
one knew whence the tradition sprang. In the year 1959, certain villagers 
began seeing persons who spoke to them, first in dreams, then awake, both 
by day and by night. Through these wondrous appearances, which were giv-
en to many people independently, the holy Martyrs Raphael, Archimandrite 
of the ancient monastery, and Nicholas, his deacon, together with other 
Saints who had been martyred on the island, told the villagers the whole ac-
count of their martyrdom, which had taken place at the hands of the Moslem 
Turks ten years after the fall of Constantinople, in 1463. The twelve -year-old 
Irene had been tortured, then burned alive in a large earthenware jar in the 
presence of her parents. On Tuesday of Renewal Week, Saint Raphael had 
been tied to a tree and his head sawn off through his jaws; Saint Nicholas 
had died at the sight of this. Although the feast is celebrated today because 
it is the day of their martyrdom, through the appearances of the Saints as 
living persons five hundred years after their martyrdom, it is also a singular 
testimony to the Resurrection of Christ. 
Apolytikion in the Fourth Tone:  On Lesbos, ye strove in contest for the 
sake of Christ God; ye also have hallowed her with the discovery of your rel-
ics, O blessed ones. O God-bearer Raphael, with thee, we all honour Nicho-
las the deacon and Irene the chaste virgin, as our divine protectors, who 
now intercede with the Lord. 
Kontakion in the Plagal of the Fourth Tone:  Ye shone on the world like 
stars first as ascetics, then as athletes slain for Christ, and were translated 
to the heights through the great torments that ye endured; and them that 
praise you, ye keep and protect, O Saints. 
 

We Also Remember 
 

Removal of the Relics of St. Athanasius the Great 

Commemoration of the Precious Cross that appeared in the sky 

over Jerusalem in 351 A.D. 

St.  Cyril, Archbishop of Jerusalem 

Akakios the Centurion of Byzantium 

Pachomios the New Martyr of Patmos 

Repose of St. Nilus, Abbot of Sora 

Alexis Toth Confessor and Defender of Orthodoxy in America 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Epistle Reading 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Reading is from St. Paul's 

Second Letter to Timothy 3:10-15 
 
 

 

 

The Reading is from Acts of the Apostles 2:14-21 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prokeimenon. Mode 3.  
Luke 1: 46-48 

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
Verse: For he has regarded the humility of his servant. 

 

IN THOSE DAYS, standing with the eleven, Peter lifted up his voice and ad-

dressed them, "Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to 

you, and give ear to my words. For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, since 

it is only the third hour of the day; but this is what was spoken by the prophet Jo-

el: 'And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit up-

on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 

men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; yea, and on my men-

servants and my maid servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they 

shall prophesy. And I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the 

earth beneath, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; the sun shall be turned into 

darkness and the moon into blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and 

manifest day. And it shall be that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be 

saved. 
Α Ω 

Ἐν ταῖς ἡμεραῖς ἐκείναις, σταθεὶς δὲ Πέτρος σὺν τοῖς ἕνδεκα, ἐπῆρεν τὴν φωνὴν 

αὐτοῦ, καὶ ἀπεφθέγξατο αὐτοῖς, Ἄνδρες Ἰουδαῖοι, καὶ οἱ κατοικοῦντες Ἱερουσαλὴμ 

ἅπαντες, τοῦτο ὑμῖν γνωστὸν ἔστω, καὶ ἐνωτίσασθε τὰ ῥήματά μου. Οὐ γάρ, ὡς 

ὑμεῖς ὑπολαμβάνετε, οὗτοι μεθύουσιν· ἔστιν γὰρ ὥρα τρίτη τῆς ἡμέρας· ἀλλὰ τοῦτό 

ἐστιν τὸ εἰρημένον διὰ τοῦ προφήτου Ἰωήλ, Καὶ ἔσται ἐν ταῖς ἐσχάταις ἡμέραις, 

λέγει ὁ θεός, ἐκχεῶ ἀπὸ τοῦ πνεύματός μου ἐπὶ πᾶσαν σάρκα· καὶ προφητεύσουσιν 

οἱ υἱοὶ ὑμῶν καὶ αἱ θυγατέρες ὑμῶν, καὶ οἱ νεανίσκοι ὑμῶν ὁράσεις ὄψονται, καὶ οἱ 
πρεσβύτεροι ὑμῶν ἐνύπνια ἐνυπνιασθήσονται· καί γε ἐπὶ τοὺς δούλους μου καί ἐπὶ 
τὰς δούλας μου ἐν ταῖς ἡμέραις ἐκείναις ἐκχεῶ ἀπὸ τοῦ πνεύματός μου, καὶ 
προφητεύσουσιν. Καὶ δώσω τέρατα ἐν τῷ οὐρανῷ ἄνω, καὶ σημεῖα ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς 

κάτω, αἷμα καὶ πῦρ καὶ ἀτμίδα καπνοῦ· ὁ ἥλιος μεταστραφήσεται εἰς σκότος, καὶ ἡ 

σελήνη εἰς αἷμα, πρὶν ἢ ἐλθεῖν τὴν ἡμέραν κυρίου τὴν μεγάλην καὶ ἐπιφανῆ· καὶ 
ἔσται, πᾶς ὃς ἂν ἐπικαλέσηται τὸ ὄνομα κυρίου σωθήσεται. 



Gospel Reading 

The Reading is from Luke 24:12-35 
 

At that time, Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking 

in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home won-

dering at what had happened. 

And behold, two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, 

about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other 

about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discuss-

ing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. But their eyes were 

kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, "What is this conversation 

which you are holding with each other as you walk?" And they stood still 

looking sad. Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, "Are you the 

only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened 

there in these days?" And he said to them, "What things?" And they said to 

him, "Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and 

word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and rulers de-

livered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. But we had 

hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now 

the third day since this happened. Moreover, some women of our company 

amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning and did not find his 

body; and they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, 

who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb, 

and found it just as the women had said; but him they did not see." And he 

said to them, "O foolish men, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 

have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things 

and enter into his glory?" And beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 

interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 

So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He appeared to be 

going further, but they constrained him, saying, "Stay with us, for it is toward 

evening and the day is now far spent." So he went in to stay with them. When 

he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed, and broke it, and 

gave it to them. And their eyes were opened and they recognized him; and he 

vanished out of their sight. They said to each other, "Did not our hearts burn 

within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the scrip-

tures?" And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem; and they 

found the eleven gathered together and those who were with them, who said, 

"The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!" Then they told what 

had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of 

the bread. 

Α Ω 

http://www.goarch.org/multimedia/clipart/evangelists/luke/view


GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA 

Chris-tos a-nes-ti ek ne-kron tha- na-to tha-

na-ton pa-ti-sas, ke tis en tis mni-ma-si, zo-in 

cha-ri-sa-me-nos. 

 

Qanatw Qanaton pathsaV, 

kai toiV en toiV mnhmasi, zwhn carisamenoV. 

 

 

Christos Anesti ek naykrone 

Thanato Thanaton pateesas 

Kay teas en teas mnemasee, zo een kah ree sa menos 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

May 7th, Bright Tuesday  

Sts. Raphael, Nicholas & Irene Feast Day 
 

5 p.m. Hierarchical Great Vespers  

His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios will preside. 
 

Lamb Dinner Celebration  
 

You are invited to attend a special Great Vespers for our Name Day on Bright 

Tuesday, May 7th, at 5 p.m.   
 

Following the service, we will continue the celebration with a wonderful evening 

meal and fellowship.  We hope all our Sts. RNI family will plan to be there. 
 

Dinner tickets will be available in the Narthex immediately following the Divine 

Liturgy and will be sold on the day of the event with a suggested donation of $12 

for ages 10 to adults and $6 for children ages 4-9 and ages 3 & under are free. 
 

To help us plan for the event, please let a Parish Council member know how many 

adults and children will be in your group. 
 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

John Patrick 

Parish Council President 

 

We will also celebrate the birthday of our own beloved Father Barnabas on 

this celebratory day.  Yes! There will be cake! 

 

†††† 

 

Mark Your Calendar!  
Metropolis of Atlanta  

Annual Pascha Picnic  
Saturday May 11th, 2012  

At Diakonia Retreat Center, Salem SC  

Agape Vesper Service at 11 a.m. Followed by Panegyri  

His Eminence  Metropolitan Alexios invites you all for a Day or Weekend 

of Family Worship, Food, Fun and Fellowship!  

 

For more information, contact  
 Diakonia Center at  843.944.6788 or e -mail us diakoniacen-

ter@yahoo.com  

 or Father Vasile Bitere 706.888.8382 frvasile@bellsouth.net  

www.diakoniaretreatcenter.org 

 

~ ~ ~ 



 

 
 

 


