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WORSHIP

Sixth Eothinon/Tone Third

We are so very glad you have joined us today, and we pray you will be inspired
and encouraged by your time with us.

The Orthodox worship service is an ancient and timeless expression of how
people have loved, served and worshipped God for many centuries, but it may be a bit of
a different experience for you. Please feel free to use a service book or not and simply
allow the words of the service to wash over you.

The central act of our worship culminates in people receiving communion.
This is a very special time for us all and we have some specific beliefs about our com-
munion together. This is why we never impose this service on those who are not pre-
pared or are not baptized Orthodox. This service may raise questions in your mind.
Please feel free to ask Fr. Barnabas or Fr. Paul anything you wish after the service.

At the end of the service EVERYONE is invited to come forward and receive a
portion of the “blessed bread” from Fr. Barnabas. No one should leave church
((hung’y!”

Know you are welcome and we are glad you are here.
May God bless you and your family.

Apolytikion in honor of Sts. Raphael, Nicholas & Irene
Having contended on Lesvos for the sake of Christ God, you have sanctified the island
since the discovery of your sacred relics, O blessed ones; wherefore we honor you, O
Godbearing Raphael, together with Nicholas and virgin Irene, as our divine protectors
and intercessors with the Lord.

The blessing & cutting of the New Year’s Vasilopita will occur immediately following
the Divine Liturgy.

Schedule for the Week

Monday, January 6, 2014 - Feast of the Theophany
8:30 a.m. Orthros/9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy with the Great Blessing of the Waters

Wednesday, January 8, 2014 - 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study (Hebrews)
6:30 p.m. Vespers followed by Orthodoxy 101

January 11th, Saturday - 5:00 p.m. Great VVespers

Parish Council On Duty Today - Kosta Bozzuto & Harriet Howell
Ushering Ministry - PC/Parishioners
Welcoming Ministry - Carol Tadros
Fellowship Ministry - Evon Patrick

ACOLYTES
Jacob Atkins, Zachery Bethune, Mike & Peter Jordanopolos, Thomas Miller, Evan & Mitchell
Roussey, Mike Trainor, Alex & Niko Tzevelekos and Christos Zourzoukis

SENIOR ACOLYTES
Mike Manos, Dean Pryles




TODAY WE REMEMBER

Eve of the Theophany of Our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ

Apolytikion in the Fourth Tone: River Jordan was turned back by
Elisseus' mantle once, when the fiery man of zeal Elias had been taken up;
then were its waters divided hither and thither. The running streams became
dry passage unto him, truly as a sign and type of Baptism, whereby we pass
to the other side of the shifting stream of this fleeting life. Christ hath ap-
peared in the Jordan River, to sanctify the waters.

Kontakion in the Fourth Tone: In the running waters of the Jordan River,
on this day the Lord of all crieth to John: Be not afraid and hesitate not to
baptize Me, for | am come to save Adam, the first-formed man.

We Also Remember

Sunday before Theophany
The Holy Martyrs Theopernptus and Theonas
Righteous Syncletike of Alexandria
Apollinaria of Egypt
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Please pray for those faithful who are currently in need of our most fervent intercessions:
Andrew, Angie, Bill, Bill, Brent, Carrie, Demetra, Diane, Dina, Donna, Ela, Elaine,
Elizabeth, Christina, George, Gus, Heidi, Igli, James, Jamie, Jerry, Joe, Maria,
Michael, Nicky, Oni, Patsy, Paul, Peter, Staikoula, Taki, Tara, Violeta,

John & Sheila Consos, Katherine & Sam Yalanzon
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2013 Parish Council

President - John Patrick; Vice President- Harald Hagen; Treasurer - Chris Foxhall;
Recording Secretary/Corresponding Secretary - Harriet Howell;
Sophia Bethune, Kosta Bozzuto, Marie Chapman,
Quay Farr, Bill Manos, Plutarch Vamvakias
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EPISTLE READING

The Reading is from St. Paul’s
2nd Letter to Timothy 4:5-8

Prokeimenon. Mode Plagal 2.
Psalm 27.9,1
O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance.
Verse: To you, O Lord, | have cried, O my God.

TIMOTHY, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the
work of an evangelist, fulfil your ministry.

For | am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my
departure has come. | have fought the good fight, I have finished
the race, | have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all
who have loved his appearing.

AQ
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GOSPEL READING

The Reading is from Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is
written in Isaiah the prophet, '‘Behold, I send my messenger before
your face, who shall prepare your way; the voice of one crying in the
wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And there went out to him all
the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John
was clothed with camel's hair, and had a leather girdle around his
waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying,
""After me comes he who is mightier than I, the thong of whose san-
dals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. | have baptized you
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."”
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http://www.goarch.org/multimedia/clipart/evangelists/evangel1/view

JANUARY SERVICES/EVENTS

TODAY, January 5, 2014 8:45 a.m. Orthros
9:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Cutting of the Vasilopita

Vasilopita Auction sponsored by Sts. RNI Philoptochos. All proceeds to benefit St.
Basil’s Academy, Garrison, NY as part of the National Philoptochos Commitments.

Monday, January 6, 2014 - Feast of the Theophany
8:30 a.m. Orthros
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy with the
Great Blessing of the Waters

Wednesday, January 8, 2014 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Vespers followed by
Orthodoxy 101

Saturday, January 11th, 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers

Sunday, January 12th 8:45 a.m. Orthros
9:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy

Wednesday, January 15th 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Vespers followed by
Orthodoxy 101

Saturday, January 18th 8 a.m. St. John the Wonderworker
One Year Memorial for Fr. Jacob
Myers
His Eminence will be presiding
5:00 p.m. Great Vespers

Sunday, January 19th 8:45 a.m. Orthros
9:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Wednesday, January 22nd 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Vespers followed by
Orthodoxy 101
Saturday, January 25th 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday, January 26th 8:45 a.m. Orthros
9:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Wednesday, January 29th 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Vespers followed by
Orthodoxy 101

Thursday, January 30th - Three Hierarchs
8:30 a.m. Orthros
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Father Barnabas will be out of town on Friday & Saturday,
January 10 & 11. In case of emergency, please contact
Fr. Paul at 678-995-2619.

Father Barnabas is available to hear confession every Wednesday either
before or after Vespers and by appointment. Please call or email the
church office to request a time to meet with Father and avail yourself to
this healing divine mystery of the Church.

Father Paul is available on Sunday during Orthros to hear confession, but
no later than 9:20 a.m. Please phone the church office to make an
appointment.

Please call the Church office for more information (770) 781-5250.

33333

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Congratulations to: David Chapman; Chris Foxhall; Bill Manos; Gregory Pappas;
John Patrick on their election to the Parish Council.

Thank you to The Election Committee: Renee Birozes, Dr. Archie Lytle, Tina
Maheras, Margaret Manos, Tina Vamvakias,
for their service.

TrtT
FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY

Our 2013-2014 Fellowship Hour Donation Campaign has begun.

A suggested donation of $25/family helps cover the cost of the weekly
Fellowship Hour. Checks should be made payable to Sts. RNI G.O. Church with
“Fellowship” on the memo line.

We hope you have enjoyed the refreshments provided over the past year and will
continue to support the Fellowship Committee’s efforts to serve you each Sunday.

Thank you for your support of this Ministry.



CHILDREN & YOUTH EDUCATION

Church School

September 8th THROUGH May 18, 2014
A focus on Sacraments and Feasts; Scripture and Bible Stories; Saints
and Orthodox Spirituality in communion with our teachers
and our children.

Church School has Begun!
Registration forms are in the Narthex.
Pre-K through High School Students need to sign up.

Tt
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Church School Teachers are needed in 3-5 grade as well as High School
If interested, please contact Quay Farr (quayfarr@bellsouth.net).

T

Children & Youth Choir Practice - will meet in the Youth Room after
receiving the Holy Eucharist.

Tt




GREEK SCHOOL

Contact Smara Wolff for information on Greek School -
smara.wolff@gmail.com or 770-889-5419
Fall Semester Classes have begun.
1st Grade Classes held on: Friday - 6:15-7 p.m. or 7-7:45 p.m.
2nd Grade Class held on: Thursday - 6:45-7:45 p.m.

Advanced Class held on: Sunday - 4-5 p.m.

Spring Semester Classes will begin January 23rd, 2014 and run
through May 2014.
Registration forms will be available soon.



PHILOPTOCHOS

Vasilopita Sunday - January 5th, 2014

Father Barnabas will be cutting the New Year’s Vasilopita (New
Year’s Bread) on Sunday, January 5th, following the Divine Liturgy.

Philoptochos will have a Vasilopita Auction to raise funds in honor of
St. Basil to benefit the St. Basil Academy in Garrison, NY to fulfil the
National Philoptochos commitment.

Thank you for your generosity & continued support.

THE TRADITION - One of the more beautiful and inspirational traditions of the Greek Orthodox
Church is the annual family celebration of the Vasilopita. This original event which happened in Cappa-
docia of Caesarea in the last half of the fourth century, is very much alive in our Orthodox homes each
year.

The Greek word Vasilopita is directly translated as “Sweet Bread of Basil”. When the Vasilopita is pre-
pared, a coin is baked into the ingredients. Sweet flavoring is added to the bread which symbolize the
sweetness and joy of life everlasting. It also symbolizes the hope that the New Year will be filled with the
sweetness of life, liberty, health, and happiness for all who participate in the Vasilopita Observance.

When the observance begins, usually on New Years Day, the bread is traditionally cut by the senior mem-
ber of the family, and the individual who receives the portion of the Pita which contains the coin is consid-
ered Blessed for the New Year.

Each portion of the Vasilopita are distributed as follows: The first portion is cut in remembrance of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. The second is for the Holy Mother of our Lord, The Virgin Mary. The
third is for St. Basil the Great, the other portions are cut for the members of the family beginning with the
eldest. Portions may also be cut for the Church, the house, the traveler, the visitor and the poor.

THE HISTORY - This age old tradition commenced in the fourth century, when Saint Basil the Great,
who was a bishop, wanted to distribute money to the poor in his Diocese. He wanted to preserve their
dignity, so as not to look like charity, he commissioned some women to bake sweetened bread, in which he
arranged to place gold coins. Thus the families in cutting the bread to nourish themselves, were pleasantly
surprised to find the coins.

THE MAN - St. Basil was one of the greatest Fathers of the Christian Church and appeared on the spir-
itual horizon of the Orthodox Faith. He was Bishop of Caesarea, Cappadocia (Asia Minor). He was born
four years after the First Ecumenical Council held in the year 325 A.D. Saint Basil was one of the three
Cappadocian Fathers of the Church (the others were Gregory of Nazianzus, his best friend, and his broth-
er, Gregory of Nyssa). Saint Basil was the first person in human history to establish an orphanage for little
children. He also founded the first Christian hospital in the world. His fame as a Holy Man spread like
wildfire throughout the Byzantine world. He was considered one of the most wise and compassionate cler-
gymen in the entire history of the Church. His Feast Day is observed on January 1st, the beginning of the
New Year and the Epiphany season. The Church, therefore, in respect for his many contributions to the
Church and to mankind in general, combined the joy and happiness of the New Year with the glory of the
birth of Christ, and the Epiphany into what is known in the Orthodox Church as the Vasilopitta Ob-
servance.

The Vasilopita is a Beautiful Tradition, and a custom which should not be neglected by Greek Orthodox
Christians as should perhaps be adopted by all Christians in the Western world. It is such a wonderful
way to begin each New Year which God has given to the world. If you have been holding the observance in
your home, Congratulations and Please continue to do so! If you have not, Please start and keep this Glo-
rious Family Tradition!



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Prosforo Baking

Prosforo will be made on
Tuesday, January 14th, at the Blue House beginning at 9 a.m.
All who would like to come and help are welcome.
Contact Stamatia Hagen at mammazmaria@gmail.com

T
BOOK CLUB

Book Club has resumed. Contact Richard Bethune at
rstzremod@gmail.com for more information.

T

PROJECT COMFORT

If you enjoy crocheting or knitting (or would like to learn),
please contact Emily Christie at singcookwrite@gmail.com

or 678-447-3918.

Emily has started a ministry to make baby blankets & shawls
for newborns & sick or shut-ins or for someone who just may
need some comfort & a warm hug.

T
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY

Wednesday Bible Study will resume on
Wednesday, January 8th, 10 a.m. in the Youth Room

We will pick up our study of Hebrews. Please bring your
Bibles and a note pad.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sts. RNI Bookstore News

Your purchases through Amazon helps us raise money!

We have a new e-store on Amazon for the Sts. RNI Bookstore. This is an
Amazon webstore that we put items into categories like books, cds,
jewelry, food, etc. and we get paid 10% on all sales through our store. If
someone from the church wants to buy something on Amazon, they need
to click through our link for us to get credit. Also, if anyone wants a book,
cd, etc., not on our list, they need to let us know & we can add it to the site.
Use the link: http://astore.amazon.com/stsrapnicireo-20

For more information or to add items, contact Aftan Romanczak at
aromanczak@hotmail.com

Tt

Visitors Welcome

Dina Sarandis resides at The Oaks on Post Road and welcomes visits from fellow
parishioners.
Dina says “THANK YOU” to those who have visited her and wants you to know
that she has really enjoyed the company. She looks forward to more visitors.

John & Sheila Consos are now residing in Dunwoody—4355 Georgetown Sq., Unit
442—and would enjoy phone calls (770/232-5147) &/or visits.

If you know of someone who would like a visit, please contact Helen McCart
at 678-947-4771 or the Church Office.

Tt



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Samaria Chapter of Atlanta Pancretan Association of America
Celebrates the 100th Anniversary of ENOSIS

KRHTIKO GLENTI - CRETAN GLENDI

Saturday, January 25, 2014
7 p.m. Cocktails - 7:30 p.m. Dinner - 9 p.m. Dance

Hellenic Center/Kartos Ballroom -2500 Clairmont Road, Atlanta 30329

Dinner Dance featuring traditional Cretan cuisine, live Cretan music
and Cretan dancing

Music provided by: Emmanuel A. Tsikoudakis, Lyra; Dimitrios Spath-
arakis, Laouto; Nikos Stamatakis, Bass

Reserved table of 10 paid by January 19, 2014
$50/adult; $18/children (ages 6-16)
Individual tickets (general seating) paid by January 19, 2014
$55/adult; $20/children (ages 6-16)
Tickets purchased after January 19 & at the door
$60/adult; $15/children (ages 6-16)
Children 5 and under—Free
Dance Only (after 9 p.m.) $25

Contact: Costa Panos at costapanos@yahoo.com or 404-642-6756

Local Contact: Smara Wolff or Beth Doulgerakis



Parish Monthly Income/Expense Analysis

Sts RNI GOC Summary Monthly Income/Expense Analy

(S

as of 12/31/2013 4th Quarter Financial Status
as of
Oct13 Now13 12/31/2013
Op Acct & B&L (mortgage) Inf $ $ $
come 11,398.00 | 11,751.35 34,556.38
$ $ $
Grk Fest Xfer 21,968.78 | - -
$ $ $
Op Acct Income subtotal 33,366.78 | 11,751.35 34,556.38
Op Acct & B&L (mortgage) EX- $ $ $
penses 25,032.88 | 23,575.07 24,151.76
$ $ $
Op Acct & B&L (mortgage) Nlt8,333.90 (11,823.72) | 10,404.62




2014 BLESSING OF HOMES AT THEOPHANY

Households wishing to observe this tradition are encouraged to complete the attached form and
return at your earliest convenience. Fr. Barnabas is now scheduling house blessings for the time
after Theophany and before the beginning of Great Lent on March 3rd.

In preparation it is the custom as follows:

On atable (or in front of the family iconostasis) have an icon, a candle and/or incense, a small bowl
of water and some greenery (basil or rosemary is ideal).

Present a list of names of living family members for whom to pray.

Any questions regarding the House Blessing please call Fr. Barnabas at (770)
781-5250 or cell (770) 861-3544 or email officeadmin@stsrni.org.

For Your Refrigerator Door:
Fr. Barnabas will visit our home on
at am/pm to bless our home.

HOUSE/BUSINESS BLESSING REQUEST

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY ZIP CODE

EMAIL

TELEPHONE (HOME) ( ) -

(CELL) ( ) -

Fr. Barnabas will contact you to schedule the blessing. '
Envelopes addressed to the Parish are available in the Narthe u;u

10107\



To date the 27 families below have returned
Stewardship Commitment Cards for 2014.

As of 12/31/2013 - 27 families

Richard & Sophia Bethune
Anthony & Mary Birozes
Kosta & Carolyn Bozzuto
David & Marie Chapman
John & Sheila Consos
Keith & Mary Druffner
Quay & Trissie Farr
Chris & Elizabeth Foxhall
Robert & Jennifer Guano
Tina Maheras
Al & Helen McCart
Matthew & Athena Miller
Nicolas & Teddie Panos
Constantinos & Evelyn Pantazopoulos
Gus Pappas
John & Evon Patrick
Michele Perry
Pam Powers
Marina Raymond
Estelle Sofikitis
Koko & Carol Tadros
Steven & Thalia Thompson
Greg Tzevelekos/Evie Atkinson
Rusty & Christine Waldron
Diane Walters
Plutarch & Tina Vamvakias
Len Vanerstrom

Stewardship is caring for the needs of others.
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to us.
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proof of that belief.



