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October 11, 2015
7th Ecumenical Council

On the Sunday that falls on or immediately after the eleventh of this month, we chant the Service to the 350 holy
Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council, which gathered in Nicaea in 787 under the holy Patriarch Tarasius and
during the reign of the Empress Irene and her son, Constantine Porphyrogenitus, to refute the Iconoclast heresy,
which had received imperial support beginning with the Edict issued in 726 by Emperor Leo the Isaurian. Many of the
holy Fathers who condemned Iconoclasm at this holy Council later died as Confessors and Martyrs for the holy Icons
during the second assult of Iconoclasm in the ninth century, especially during the reigns of Leo the Armenian and
Theophilus.

Seventh Ecumenical Council
On This day, we also Commemorate:
Philip the Apostle of the 70
Theophanes, the Confessor, Bishop of Nicaea
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Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
Apolytikion for St. Raphael in the First Tone
To the offspring of Ithaca, the pride and joy of
Lesvos, * monastic martyrs’ glory, let us offer to
Raphael our songs of praise; * for lately he
appeared, and pours out cures and healings to us
all. * Inexplicably he appears to believers, both in
dreams and awake, who cry: * Glory to Christ
who gave you His might. * Glory to Him who gave
you miracles. * Glory to Him who through you
fulfills our prayerful requests.
Apolytikion for St. Raphael in the Fourth Tone
Because of the finding of your holy relics, wise
one, * the Island of Lesvos has been filled fully
with the grace, * which God richly gave to you. *
You, O devout martyr Raphael, paradoxically *
appeared to many people, and you grant cures
and healings. * And therefore we the faithful
re-joice in all your miracles.
Apolytikion in honor of Sts. Raphael, Nicholas &
Irene
Having contended on Lesvos for the sake of
Christ God, you have sanctified the island since
the discovery of your sacred relics, O blessed
ones; wherefore we honor you, O Godbearing
Raphael, together with Nicholas and virgin Irene,
as our divine protectors and intercessors with the
Lord.

Singers and Chanters: Anthony Birozes, David Boyd, Marie
Chapman, Emily Christy, Maria Hagen, Lynn Lucher, Jimmy Smith

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Second Tone
When You descended unto death, O Lord who yourself
are immortal Life, then did You mortify Hades by the
lightning flash of Your Divinity. Also when You raised
the dead from the netherworld, all the Powers of the
heavens were crying out: O Giver of life, Christ our God,
glory be to You.
Apolytikion for the Fathers in the Plagal
of the Fourth Tone
Supremely blessed are You, O Christ our God. You
established the holy Fathers upon the earth as beacons,
and through them You have guided us all to the true
Faith, O greatly merciful One, glory be to You.
Seasonal Kontakion in the Second Tone
O Protection of Christians unshamable, mediation with
the Creator immovable, we sinners beg you, do not
despise the voices of our prayers, but anticipate, since
you are good, and swiftly come unto our aid as we cry
out to you with faith: Hurry to intercession, and hasten to
supplication, O Theotokos who defend now and ever
those who honor you.

EPISTLE READING
St. Paul's Letter to Titus 3:8-15
Prokeimenon. Mode 4.
Daniel 3.26,27
Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers.
Verse: For you are just in all you have done.
TITUS, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on these things, so that those who
have believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent
and profitable to men. But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels
over the law, for they are unprofitable and futile. As for a man who is factious, after
admonishing him once or twice, have nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a
person is perverted and sinful; he is self-condemned.
When I send Artemas or Tychicos to you, do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have
decided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on
their way; see that they lack nothing. And let our people learn to apply themselves to good
deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful.
All who are with me send greeting to you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with
you all. Amen.
†††††
Πιστὸς ὁ λόγος, καὶ περὶ τούτων βούλομαί σε διαβεβαιοῦσθαι, ἵνα φροντίζωσιν καλῶν ἔργων
προΐστασθαι οἱ πεπιστευκότες θεῷ. ταῦτά ἐστιν καλὰ καὶ ὠφέλιμα τοῖς ἀνθρώποις · μωρὰς δὲ
ζητήσεις καὶ γενεαλογίας καὶ ἔριν καὶ μάχας νομικὰς περιΐστασο, εἰσὶν γὰρ ἀνωφελεῖς καὶ
μάταιοι. αιῥετικὸν ἄνθρωπον μετὰ μίαν καὶ δευτέραν νουθεσίαν παραιτοῦ, εἰδὼς ὅτι
ἐξέστραπται ὁ τοιοῦτος καὶ ἁμαρτάνει, ὢν αὐτοκατάκριτος. Ὅταν πέμψω Ἀρτεμᾶν πρὸς σὲ ἢ
Τυχικόν, σπούδασον ἐλθεῖν πρός με εἰς Νικόπολιν, ἐκεῖ γὰρ κέκρικα παραχειμάσαι. Ζηνᾶν τὸν
νομικὸν καὶ Ἀπολλῶν σπουδαίως πρόπεμψον, ἵνα μηδὲν αὐτοῖς λείπῃ. μανθανέτωσαν δὲ καὶ
οἱ ἡμέτεροι καλῶν ἔργων προΐστασθαι εἰς τὰς ἀναγκαίας χρείας, ἵνα μὴ ὦσιν ἄκαρποι.
Ἀσπάζονταί σε οἱ μετ ᾽ἐμοῦ πάντες. Ἄσπασαι τοὺς φιλοῦντας ἡμᾶς ἐν πίστει. ἡ χάρις μετὰ
πάντων ὑμῶν.

GOSPEL READING
The Gospel of Luke 8:5-15
The Lord said this parable: "A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell
along the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell
on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. And some fell
among thorns; and the thorns grew with it and choked it. And some fell into good soil and grew,
and yielded a hundredfold." And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, he said,
"To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but for others they are in
parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand. Now the
parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones along the path are those who have heard;
then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, that they may not believe and
be saved. And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy;
but these have no root, they believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. And as for
what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are
choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. And as for
that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good
heart, and bring forth fruit with patience." As he said these things, he cried out "He who has
ears to hear, let him hear."
†††††
Εἶπεν ὁ Κύριος τήν παραβολὴν ταύτην· Ἐξῆλθεν ὁ σπείρων τοῦ σπεῖραι τὸν σπόρον αὐτοῦ. καὶ ἐν τῷ σπείρειν
αὐτὸν ὃ μὲν ἔπεσε παρὰ τὴν ὁδόν, καὶ κατεπατήθη, καὶ τὰ πετεινὰ τοῦ οὐρανοῦ κατέφαγεν αὐτό· καὶ ἕτερον
ἔπεσεν ἐπὶ τὴν πέτραν, καὶ φυὲν ἐξηράνθη διὰ τὸ μὴ ἔχειν ἰκμάδα· καὶ ἕτερον ἔπεσεν ἐν μέσῳ τῶν ἀκανθῶν,
καὶ συμφυεῖσαι αἱ ἄκανθαι ἀπέπνιξαν αὐτό. καὶ ἕτερον ἔπεσεν εἰς τὴν γῆν τὴν ἀγαθήν, καὶ φυὲν ἐποίησε
καρπὸν κατονταπλασίονα. ταῦτα λέγων ἐφώνει· ὁ ἔχων ὦτα ἀκούειν ἀκουέτω. ᾿Επηρώτων δὲ αὐτὸν οἱ
μαθηταὶ αὐτοῦ λέγοντες· τίς εἴη ἡ παραβολὴ αὕτη; ὁ δὲ εἶπεν· ὑμῖν δέδοται γνῶναι τὰ μυστήρια τῆς
βασιλείας τοῦ Θεοῦ, τοῖς δὲ λοιποῖς ἐν παραβολαῖς, ἵνα βλέποντες μὴ βλέπωσι καὶ ἀκούοντες μὴ συνιῶσιν.
ἔστι δὲ αὕτη ἡ παραβολή· ὁ σπόρος ἐστὶν ὁ λόγος τοῦ Θεοῦ· οἱ δὲ παρὰ τὴν ὁδόν εἰσιν οἱ ἀκούσαντες, εἶτα
ἔρχεται ὁ διάβολος καὶ αἴρει τὸν λόγον ἀπὸ τῆς καρδίας αὐτῶν, ἵνα μὴ πιστεύσαντες σωθῶσιν. οἱ δὲ ἐπὶ τῆς
πέτρας οἳ ὅταν ἀκούσωσι, μετὰ χαρᾶς δέχονται τὸν λόγον, καὶ οὗτοι ῥίζαν οὐκ ἔχουσιν, οἳ πρὸς καιρὸν
πιστεύουσι καὶ ἐν καιρῷ πειρασμοῦ ἀφίστανται. τὸ δὲ εἰς τὰς ἀκάνθας πεσόν, οὗτοί εἰσιν οἱ ἀκούσαντες, καὶ
ὑπὸ μεριμνῶν καὶ πλούτου καὶ ἡδονῶν τοῦ βίου πορευόμενοι συμπνίγονται καὶ οὐ τελεσφοροῦσι. τὸ δὲ ἐν
τῇ καλῇ γῇ, οὗτοί εἰσιν οἵτινες ἐν καρδίᾳ καλῇ καὶ ἀγαθῇ ἀκούσαντες τὸν λόγον κατέχουσι καὶ
καρποφοροῦσιν ἐν ὑπομονῇ. ταῦτα λέγων ἐφώνει· ὁ ἔχων ὦτα ἀκούειν ἀκουέτω.
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Welcome to all visitors who are worshiping with us this morning.
Please join us for Fellowship Hour afterwards at the Blue House.
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Father Barnabas is available to hear confession
every Wednesday either before or after Vespers
and by appointment. Please call or email the
church office to request a time to meet with
Father and avail yourself to this healing divine
mystery of the Church.
Please call the Church office for more information:
(770) 781-5250.
TODAY, Oct 11

7th Ecumenical Council
8:45 a.m. Orthos
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy

Sunday School Children will be dismissed for
class immediately after Communion
Memorial for Katherine Blanos, mother of Evon
Patrick and Sheila Consos, wife of John Consos
Wed., Oct 14

10:00 a.m. -Bible Study
6:30 p.m. - Vespers

Sat., Oct 17

5:00 p.m. Great Vespers

Please see Events Calendar and Announcements
at the front desk for more information on church
activities.

For Today:
Ushers: Kostas Bozutto/Chris Foxhall
Welcoming Ministry: Tina Maheras
Fellowship Hosted by John Consos, Evon Patrick and
Fellowship/Coffee Ministry
Parish Council of 2015: John Patrick, President; Harald
Hagen, Vice President; David Chapman, Secretary; Chris
Foxhall, Treasurer; Anthony Birozes, Kosta Bozzuto, Marie
Chapman, Helen McCart, Johnny Melts, Greg Pappas,
Plutarch Vamvakias, Len Vanerstrom
Acolytes: Jacob and Jimmy Atkinson, David Druffner,
Mike & Peter Jordanopolos, Spiro Kefalas, Christos
Kaloudis, Thomas Miller, Jacob Sparks, Mike Trainor, Alex
& Niko Tzevelekos, Christos Zourzoukis Senior Acolytes:
Johnny Melts, Mike Manos, Dean Pryles

Please say a special prayer for the following
Individuals: J. Andropoulos, J. Consos, A. Dukas,
V. Jones, D. Lucher, T. Marvos, D. Sarandis, and
K. Yalanzon
Friendly Reminder: The Orthodox Church
practices “close” communion. This means
only Orthodox Christians who have properly
prepared to receive the Eucharist should
approach the Chalice at communion. If you
have any questions, please see Fr. Barnabas
after service.

Note from Father Barnabas:
A few Sunday's ago I was asked by some parishioners to speak about Church Etiquette. This has become
especially important as our congregation is now 60% convert.
First Let me say these Etiquette guidelines are meant to foster a spiritually mature and prayerful attitude
when we are gathered together to worship God as a Spiritual Family.
The Parish Council has posted in the Narthex when it is proper for you to enter the sanctuary during a service.
Please observe these guidelines.
However, you won't really need to be concerned about this if you arrive on time for Liturgy. Being late for
services is simply not acceptable behavior and it is a bad habit that should be addressed. This isn't a new
problem, however, but it is the canonical position of the Church that if you arrive AFTER the Gospel Lesson,
you should not approach the Chalice for communion that day. Arriving before the Gospel Lesson is just as
much preparation for receiving the Eucharist as fasting that morning and regular confession.
Next, while we do have seats in our sanctuary, we are not to cross our legs in the sanctuary. This relaxed
posture is not the proper attitude of attentive prayer and focused attention that should be maintained during
worship.
Conversations in the sanctuary should be kept to the bare minimum. This is especially true during the
reception of the Eucharist. It is a temptation to visit during this time since folks are waiting in line to approach
the Chalice, but please refrain from talking during this most sacred moment as we commune with our Loving
God and receive Christ in the Holy Eucharist. Our children will approach first so they can commune and go to
their Sunday School classes, but they should be taught by our example to be reverent and attentive during this
central moment in our worship and prayer.
Your focused attention during our prayer and worship will go a long way in making our admittedly crowded
sanctuary truly a place where we, as one family eat from one loaf and drink from one cup. This holy work is
worth our best efforts and attention. God bless you.

Father Barnabas

We are an Intentional Orthodox Christian Community for North Georgia

